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As a result, we House Republicans 

will put the Keep Your Plan Act on the 
floor for a vote tomorrow. The only 
way to stop every cancelation letter is 
by full repeal of this law. However, this 
bill will hopefully begin to ease some 
of the pain that working families are 
feeling because of President Obama’s 
health care law. 

Tomorrow, we will see who will put 
their constituents before policies and 
vote for a bill that could allow Ameri-
cans to keep their plans. 

I sincerely hope that my colleagues 
will act as a united voice and take the 
first of many steps to provide relief to 
the American people from the many 
burdens brought about by ObamaCare. 

f 

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, on Veterans 
Day, I had the honor of speaking at a 
veterans ceremony in Albuquerque, 
where I was reminded of our solemn re-
sponsibility that we have as lawmakers 
to do everything we can do to stand up 
for those who stand up for us. 

That is why last month I introduced 
the Veterans’ Independent Living En-
hancement Act, bipartisan legislation 
that will help disabled veterans live 
independently and participate in fam-
ily and community life. 

Currently, only 2,700 veterans in the 
entire country can enroll in the VA’s 
highly successful Independent Living 
Program each year. When you compare 
that to the 2.6 million veterans of the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars alone, it is 
clear that this number is far too low, 
preventing veterans from getting the 
services and support they need. 

My bill, which has both Democratic 
and Republican cosponsors, along with 
the support of a dozen different vet-
erans and health organizations, would 
remove this arbitrary cap so that every 
veteran who can participate in it would 
benefit from the Independent Living 
Program. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the House to ful-
fill its responsibility to our Nation’s 
veterans and their families and take up 
this commonsense, bipartisan legisla-
tion. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mr. MCCARTHY of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the President’s announce-
ment today does little to change the 
need for Congress to act. 

The President’s promise of ‘‘if you 
like your plan, you can keep it,’’ is an 
empty promise. Sadly, 1 million Cali-
fornians are now finding out firsthand 
in the form of a letter that their cur-
rent plan has been canceled. 

One of those 1 million Californians 
happens to be a constituent of mine 
from Bakersfield, California. He wrote 
me recently to tell me how ObamaCare 
has failed him. He writes: 

Our youngest son was born with a rare ge-
netic condition that results in severe mental 
retardation, an inability to walk or talk, and 
a need to be tube-fed directly into a sur-
gically implanted port in his stomach. 

Our longtime insurance carrier, Kaiser 
Permanente, has been great about caring for 
our son, who requires 24-hour care and spe-
cial medication and formulas, all of which 
are very expensive. 

Well, we just learned today that our pre-
vious coverage, not cheap by any means, 
with a premium of nearly $1,000 a month, is 
no longer available, and that a far inferior 
replacement plan with less coverage and 
more out-of-pocket exposure will cost $626 a 
month more, bringing our total to over $1,600 
a month. 

With the added out-of-pocket expenses, we 
anticipate for his care in the coming year we 
expect to pay about $24,000 more for care 
next year than this year, all thanks to ACA. 

That is why we must take up and 
pass Keep Your Health Plan Act, and 
we ask the Democrats to join with us, 
to keep a pledge, to keep a promise, 
and stop increasing the cost for the 
constituents. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
tell the story of one of my constitu-
ents’ experiences with the Affordable 
Care Act, Allan, from Santa Barbara 
County. 

Prior to the Affordable Care Act, his 
wife was paying $20,000 a year in insur-
ance premiums. She has a preexisting 
condition. Even though it costs so 
much, she was thankful to have any 
coverage at all. 

When Covered California, our online 
marketplace, opened, she made a call, 
looked at her options, and found a plan 
that works for her. This plan saved 
them $8,000 a year, and it was a much 
better plan. 

We know that the rollout nationally 
has been sloppy, that the law is not 
perfect, and that there are real issues 
we must fix. We must fix those prob-
lems without diminishing the true ben-
efits the law is giving to families in my 
district and across the country. So now 
is the time to work together to ensure 
all Americans have access to quality, 
affordable health care. 

f 

OBAMACARE 

(Mr. UPTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, for the last 
3 years, the President personally prom-
ised that if they liked their current 
health care plan, that they could keep 
it ‘‘no matter what,’’ period. 

But cancelation notices are now ar-
riving in millions of mailboxes across 

the country. In the great State of 
Michigan, some 225,000 folks will see 
their plans terminated because of this 
law. That is twice the number of people 
who have even tried to select a plan na-
tionwide. 

I have heard from countless families 
back home who took the President at 
his word. They are upset—yes, they 
are—and worried about how they are 
going to make ends meet. 

A self-employed family of three in 
Bangor, Michigan, had purchased their 
own insurance for more than 30 years. 
Their BlueCross/BlueShield plan was 
working well, had no deductible, a $750 
monthly premium. To replace it, the 
premium is going to nearly double to 
$1,393 and their deductible will jump to 
$2,800. In their own words, they told us, 
they had been thrown under the bus. 
Sadly, they are not alone. 

Tomorrow, we will vote on the Keep 
Your Health Plan Act, a straight-
forward, 1-page bill that says if you 
like your coverage, you ought to be 
able to keep it. 

Let’s keep that promise. 
f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to share with you the story of a 
couple from Catasauqua, Pennsylvania, 
the Zakoses. 

In a one-on-one session last Monday, 
that is, a week ago Monday, Beverly 
and Bob Zakos of Catasauqua sat as 
the navigator, Mr. Hartman, worked 
online through their application with 
them. This time, although they had 
had a prior bad experience, the online 
connection worked ‘‘like a charm,’’ 
Hartman said. Once it is finished, the 
Zakoses will get a plan that will be 
more than $500 a month less expensive 
than the COBRA coverage they had 
been purchasing for $1,200, even with-
out subsidies. 

At 62 years old, Mr. Zakos is hoping 
that with some adjustments to his in-
come and his wife’s Medicare, he can 
qualify for hundreds more a month in 
subsidies. I take that from the Allen-
town Morning Call. 

f 

OBAMACARE 
(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to cosponsor the Keep Your 
Health Plan Act to make sure individ-
uals can keep the health care plans 
they like and need. 

I have asked Hoosiers in the State of 
Indiana to share their stories with me 
about their experiences with 
ObamaCare. The stories are shocking. 

Kathryn from South Bend got this 
letter from her insurance company 
stating that her plan will be canceled. 
Her monthly payments will increase 
from $186 per month to $329 per 
month—nearly double. 
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